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subject, the following remarks of Mr. Erskine are
possessed of considerable interest, not only with
reference to this particular section of the Elephanta
cave, but as they relate to a curious branch of the
fantastic mythology of the Hindoos.

"Such, then, is the remarkable figure that occupies
the most conspicuous place in the temple, and which of
late has generally been regarded as the Hindoo Trinity:
but it appears that, if our opinions be guided by a
general examination of this figure compared with the
others in the excavation, and with the apparent design
of the cave, little doubt will be left that the whole
excavation is a temple dedicated to Shiva alone, who is
also singly represented by the three-headed bust. The
impression made on Christians, however, by the view
of this triple figure, has had more influence than any
regard to genuine Hindu doctrines, or to the legends
in the sacred books of the Brahmins, in fixing the
opinions most prevalent on the subject of this mys-
terious bust. To account for the appearance of a
many-headed monster in a mythology like that of the
Hindus, which swarms with gods of every description,
it does not seem necessary to resort to the doctrine of
the Trinity, which cannot be correctly said to have a
place in the theology of the Hindoos."1

1 Bombay TransaSions vol. i.